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              Repentance and Gratitudeò 
                             

      Rev. Shigenori Makino 

 
     Mr. A and Mr. B were neighbors. Mr. A grew vegetables in his back 

yard while Mr. B raised chickens in his back yard. Mr. Bôs chickens 

went through a hole in the hedge between their yards and destroyed the 

vegetable garden of Mr. A.  Mrs. A, unable to put up with this, got very angry and many 

times confronted her neighbor. Mrs. B kept giving excuses saying, ñI feel bad if I have to 

put the chickens in a cageé..ò and continued to let their chickens wander about. Mrs. A 

finally got disgusted and demanded that her husband go to the neighbor and do 

something about it. Mr. A agreed and told the wife, ñWell, Iôll try. But I need some 

things to bring for them. Go and buy some eggs for me.ò Mrs. A said, ñThe neighbors 

chickens are destroying our vegetable garden, so why do we have to give them a 

present?ò ñDonôt get so worked up, I have a good idea.ò  So Mr. A went to Mr. Bôs house 

with the eggs in his hands and said, ñI found these eggs in a corner of my shoe box. Since 

we donôt raise chickens, we thought it must be yours, so I brought them over.ò ñIt must 

be ours,ò said Mr. B, ñNo wonder we donôt have very many eggs recently.ò Early the 

next morning, Mr. & Mrs. B immediately started repairing the hole in the hedge and 

Mr. & Mrs. Aôs vegetable garden was thereafter safe from the chickens. 

    This is a humorous story, and yet it is not simply so, for it reveals a true picture of the 

world we live in. We find ourselves in such trivial daily affairs and as we discover the 

shameful nature of our selves which exist in our minds, our lives are affirmed by 

Amidaôs Absolute Good.  No matter how modest we may be, no matter how good we 

pretend to be, the good we can do is very limited.   

     Shinran Shonin expressed in the Wasan, ñDifficult is it to be free of self-centeredness. 

The heart is like the snake and the scorpion. Good acts too are mixed with poison; they 

are but vain and empty deeds.ò Thus, Shinran Shonin 

surrendered himself to Amidaôs Great Compassion which 

he realized as being devoted solely for himself alone. 

     The more one listens to Amidaôs Compassion, the 

clearer the illumination of the compassionate Light 

becomes. In this Light, he discovers that he is not alone 

anymore, for in his life thereafter, he is always one with 

Amida. In Amidaôs embrace he finds serenity and 

security. This is the life of the person of Nembutsu. On 

the one hand, there is a deep repentance of his evil karma, 

and on the other there is deep appreciation and joy. 

                                                                                                    

     Namu Amida Butsu 
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We are all on the same flight  
 

  It is hard to believe that there are two more months to go until the  

  year end.  Time really flies, but especially I felt that October was  

  much shorter than usual because I was away in Japan for two  

  weeks. 

 

  This time my trip to Japan was not only for a vacation, but it was 

for attending a special service at my fatherõs temple, Jonenji in Moriyama city, Shiga-

Ken.  It was the 500th year celebration since the temple was established.  Also, the 

service was in conjunction with the Rennyo Shoninõs 500 years commemoration.  I was 

one of three guest speakers, but in Japan if itõs at a special service, the sutra chanting 

and rituals are forty -five minutes to one hour long.  I had to sit down on the Tatami 

mats in the Seiza position before I delivered a Dharma Talk, so I was so nerves that I 

wouldnõt be able to stand up.  I used to sit down in the Seiza position for one hour 

without any problem, but now I got so accustomed to sitting in a chair, so it killed my 

legs!! 

 

Actually, in the airplane going to Japan, I met several familiar faces.  This time, I met 

a lady who was a friend of my motherõs cousin, a young mother and two kids from the 

Warabeuta class which we have here at our temple on Wednesdays, and the mother of 

the bride who I married two days before I left for Japan.  Also, a couple sat across the 

aisle, the lady said I took their picture when we had the year end bell ringing at the 

Ontario Place last year.  Besides, she had a chance to encounter the Jodo Shinshu 

Teachings, and she said that her final goal was receiving the Tokudo Ordination.  We 

both said how small a world we were living in !!  

 

I was so surprised that so many familiar people were on the same flight by 

coincidence.  However, it was not because Iõm famous, but I realized that Buddha 

Dharma united us.  At the surface level, each one of us is an independent individual, 

but underneath, we are all connected to each other through the Nembutsu.  

 

If I compare the Nembutsu to an airplane, we are all on the same flight. In other 

words, we are going to the same destination.  Also, Amida Buddha is the pilot, so we 

donõt need to worry about the fight   Yet, the only thing we can do is thank to Amida 

Buddha, entrust ourselves to him, relax and enjoy the flight.  

 

In Gassho  

 

Rev. Tomofumi FUJII   
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Sushi        Manju         Ohagi     Chirashi      Chow Mein   
Udon     Baked Goods      Komochi      Obento       BBQ   Yakitori  

 Japanese  articles      Arts and Crafts      White Elephant        Preserves  
and  Bargains galore 

BAZAAR WORK SCHEDULE  

DATE   DAY EVENING  

Mon Nov  9 9 AM  Anko Making   

Tues Nov 10    6 PM  Rice washing 

         Prepare for Mochi Tsuki   

Wed Nov 11  7 AM   

8 AM  

Steam Mochi Rice    

Mochi Tsuki  

Prepare ingredients for sushi 

Set up equipment for manju making  

Thurs Nov 12  7:30 AM  Package komochi 

Make Yaki and Mushi Manju   
Fold oribako 

wash rice & veggies 

6:30 PM Set up tables in Hondo and 

lobby  

Fri Nov 13 7 AM   Sushi/ Ohagi / Sushi Box / Udon / Udon 

dashi /Yakitori /Beef Kushi 
Cut vegetables 

Set up tables/ set up kitchen for udon-

Tempura station/ Teishoku Dinner/
Coffee Shop /  Inari sushi making  

Sat Nov 14  Make chow mein 

Package sushi/ chow mein/ohagi/inari 
Set up dining room 

Move boxed goods up to Hondo    

  

* *   Lunch be served on Mon- Tues- Wed- Thurs    lunch and dinner Fri  
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SHIN FUJINKAI NEWS  

 
   Our AGM w ill be at  the TBC on Saturday,    

   November 21 at 10:00 am .   

 

   We w ill be ordering lunch, so PLEASE   

   RSVP TO DIANE MARK BY SUNDAY,  

   NOVEMBER 15 

 
 

 

   

We w ould greatly appreciate all HOME     

   baked goodies such as cakes, cookies,  

   breads, squares, pies but especially    

   LEMON PIES our most popular request !!!    

    

   Please consider baking for our bake table. 
 

TBC   
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
Sunday, November 29, 2009  

12:30 PM  
 

     Please join us on Sunday, ember 
29th following the morning joint ser-
vice  

     for  the Annual General Meeting.    
We would appreciate your support.    
     Please make an effort to attend.    

            
  All written reports are due in the  
      office by NOVEMBER 22nd   

 
             *  Please mark  
                 this dates  

           on your calendars   *   
 
    

TORONTO BUDDHIST CHURCH  

SANGHA  

ANNUAL GENERAL M EETING  

SUNDAY, NOVEM BER 15, 2009  

 

The Toronto Buddhist Church Sangha  

Annual General Meeting of its members  

will be held on Sunday, November 15, 

2009  

 

At the Toronto Buddhist Church.  Lunch 

will be served at 12 noon followed with the 

meeting.   

 

Correspondences have been sent out in the 

mail and you should had received them.   

 

As a headcount will be required  as lunch is  

being served.  Please RSVP by November 

8th  

 

  

TORONTO DANA  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2009  

 
Please m ark Sat urd ay, Novem b er  28, 2009 on  your  

calend ars f o r  t he Dan a Annual General Meet in g 

sched uled  f o r  10:30 a.m . at  t he To ron t o  Bud d h ist  

Church .  A luncheon  is p lanned  f o r  noon . 

 

Invit at ions w ill b e sen t  out  and  m em b ers w ill b e 

con t act ed . 

BAZAAR BAKE TABLE 

DONATIONS   
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HI LITES OF THE OCTOBER 13,  2009   
TBC BOARD OF DIRECTORSô MEETING  

 
Presidentôs Report:  Following the Book Launch ñBuddhism of the Heartò  by Jeff Wilson, Guest Speaker at the 

past EBL conference, 20 copies were purchased by the TBC   Anyone wishing to acquire a copy may do so in the 

Church office ($12 per copy) 

Mr. Allen met with Mr. David Pepper, who came in to evaluate the Buddha statue. Mr. Pepper estimated 

the total cost approximately $ 3,000.  He suggested new glass doors to enclose the statue so that it can always be 

viewed.  special lighting and an addition of a humidifier.  The statue would be away from the Temple for about 8 

months time. 

Ministersô Report: 

English dharma study class:  there are 16-19 people attending 

Vacation: Will be off from October 19 -31 (Hawaii and BC)   While in Hawaii, will be picking up a video tape 

(VHS) on the Meditation Sutra Kamuryojyukyo Will transfer over from VHS to CD will show these two animation 

at the November 5th evening dharma study class session 

750th Anniversary Memorial Service for Shinran Shonin:  Will begin April 2011 and conclude on January 2012 at 

the Hongwanji in Kyoto.  The Canadian Kyodan is coordinating a group tour with Kinki Tourist travel agency. 

Guest Speaker for Eitaikyo Service, Rev. William Masuda of the Palo Alto Buddhist Temple CA on Saturday, 

November 21st he will be presenting a lecture.  Time to be announced 

Mr. Allen thanked Rev. Makino for officiating at a memorial service for the late Mrs. Miki Omi Ker (former 

employee of the TBC) She passed away on Saturday, October 10th in Japan. 

Bazaar:  Plans for Bazaar are progressing along.  There are some things which are still being looking into  There is 

a shortage of help in some departments. 

Membership:  Two meetings have been held to discuss the membership and revision of the Constitution.  The 

committee will have something to submit at the next meeting. 

Website:  The committee has been working on keeping the website current and up to date.  A new site has been 

designed and will be launched 

J.S.B.T.C. W.F. Report:  The JSBTCWF groups across Canada are all working hard towards selling the Shop & 

Support cards for the 2015 World Womenôs Buddhist Convention in Toronto.  Locally, the JSBTC WF Toronto and 

Hamilton members are busy with their fundraising efforts.  Two Hashi Holder workshops were held and over a 

hundred holders were made.  Sales of the 2010 Entertainment Books:  $25.00 per book.  Please contact Kay Uchida 

or Jessie Ebata for books 

Camp Lumbini Maintenance:  The younger men and the youths assisted Hik Koyata and Joe Nagasuye in opening 

and closing of the cottages.  Since they are now familiar with what needs to get done, this group will be able to go 

up on their own 

Dana:  The Dana will be holding their AGM on Saturday, November 28th at their meeting; they will be presenting 

the TBC with a donation in the amount of $10,000 which is earmarked for refurbishing of the Buddha statue (this 

will include naijin glass doors, lighting) and the repairs of the cottage roofs at Camp Lumbini. 

Sangha:   Will be holding their AGM in November 15th 

Shin Fujinkai :  AGM is scheduled for November 21st at 10 AM.  We have been asked to look after the Bake Table 

at the bazaar. 

Youth:   The committee has worked very hard to encourage the youths to organise themselves.  A core group has 

been planning events and meeting regularly.  Each month an activity is planned 

Maintenance:  Many thanks to Hik Koyata and Joe Nagasuye have been diligently working to ensure that the lights 

in the temple are always lit and everything is in working order.  Many people are probably not aware of all the work 

that they are involved in 

Welfare:  Welfare Visitation will be taking place this Sunday after church service. Donation of four cases of tissue 

received from Blair Tanaka.  A thank you letter from the Temple has been sent out to him. 

Culture :  Request received from Isshin Daiko as they would like to hold a fundraising concert for the 

Temple on March 06, 2010.    Request to the Temple to send a thank you letter to the Kozakura Head 

Master for her donation of ten (10) hapi coats 
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Update from the Office of Bishop    

November , 2009 

     Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of  Canada 

   11786 Fentiman Pl. Richmond, B.C. V7E 6M6 

 

         May each and everyone across Canada enjoy beautiful autumnal season as we see 

the leaves changing colours. 

 

          I believe there is Freedom of Religion and there are three kinds of freedom; 

The first is the freedom of not having religion, the second is the freedom to choose religion, and the third is 

the freedom to come out of religion. 

 

     We often talk about the importance of having religion, but just because you practice your own faith, you 

canôt force your faith to your friends and neighbors. Otherwise you may create antagonism and conflicts. It 

seems that there are a lot of people today who havenôt contacted any faith and do without it. And of course 

you have freedom to change your faith and choose a new one in the course of life. I know some of the Bud-

dhist friends who did change their faith at the relocation centre during the war because the Christian people 

helped them in school. Interesting fact is many of those people continue to come to the Buddhist Temple as 

óChristiansô, even though they had been baptized in their youth.  

 

      I often hear the conflict between individuals and some organized religions. The individuals are hesitant 

to join organized religions for fear that it would be very difficult for a person to leave it once he/she be-

comes a member. In some extreme cases I have even heard of threats and violence taking place when an 

individual expresses desires to part with an organization. Also, another deterrent seems to be the large 

amount of duties and responsibilities placed upon new members, soon becoming a burden for those indi-

viduals, leading to burn out syndrome. 

 

       Keeping the above points in mind, I hope our Jodo Shinshu tradition in Canada is in accord with the 

freedom of Religion while we continue our mission to share the Nembutsu. 

 

In gassho, namoamidabutsu 

Orai Fujikawa 

 COMING EVENTS  

 

Oct  30-31   JSBTC Board Meeting in Richmond 

Nov 4     Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple Monthly Memorial Service 

       14-15   Vancouver Buddhist Templeôs 105th Anniversary 

  Alberta Buddhist Convention in Lethbridge, Alta 

Dec 12-13   Visitation to Manitoba Buddhist Temple 

       

     OBITUARY        

 

       The Toronto Buddhist Church wishes to extend our deepest condolences to the  

      family and relatives of the following who have passed away during the past month.   

 

                        Mrs. Dorothy Shizuko Fujino    (88 yrs)          October 21, 2009  
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INVITATION TWO ANIMATION VIDEO PRESENTATIONS  
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2009  

7:30 PM   
 

  "The Tragedy of Rajagrha"  This story is one of the most famous in Indian Buddhist literature 
and is the stage for the Meditation sutra which is the one of the triple sutras of Jodo Shinshu. It 
depicts the tragedy that occurred at the castle of Rajagrha, in the country of Magada, India at 
the time of Sakyamuni and is a dramatic description of Queen Vaidehi's process of liberation 
from deep agony in the midst of the tragedy.   (30 minutes) 
 
  "The Pure Land of Utmost Happiness" is known as the Smaller Amida Sutra, It is one of the 
three important sutras which make up the foundation of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism. (30 minutes) 
            
     Please join us with your friends. 

 

THE 2010 ENTERTAINMENT BOOK  
 

A JSBTC WOMENôS FEDERATION FUNDRAISER 

 

The JSBTC Womenôs Federation is selling the 2010 Entertainment Book to raise  

funds for the upcoming 2015 World Convention to be held in Toronto. 

 

The special discounted prices are $25.00 for the Toronto edition and $30.00 for the  

Hamilton editionða savings from the regular prices. 

 

The new 2010 Toronto Area Entertainment Book is packed with over $18,900 in discounts and coupons.  

Get the new book for back-to-school shopping, cutting costs at your local grocery store or dining out on  

the cheap! 

368 dining discounts 

113 attraction discounts 

56 shopping discounts 

Over $15,000 in travel discounts 

Movie ticket discounts 

And much, much more . . . 

 

Using the discounts/coupons in the book a couple of times will more than pay for the cost of the book. 

 

Please support this fundraising project by ordering your copy from: 

 

Kay Uchida 905-888-1968    kay_uchida@hotmail.com 

Jessie Ebata 905-847-1660    j.tazuko@bell.net 

Dianne Ishida 416-534-4302    dianne.ishida@tbc.on.ca 

 

Orders will also be taken every Sunday in the foyer before and after the morning service. 

mailto:kay_uchida@hotmail.com
mailto:j.tazuko@bell.net
mailto:dianne.ishida@tbc.on.ca
http://wischial.com/c/kES8faXci12ywqBHH7w4jw.html?0
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 SPECIAL LECTURE    

 
Saturday, November 21  

1:30 -  3:00 pm  

 

"BECOMING A BUDDHA -  THE NEMBUTSU WAY"  

 

 Rev. William Masuda  

 Palo Alto Buddhist Temple, California  

 
Please join us on November 21st as we welcome Rev. Masuda to our temple as our guest 
speaker for the Eitaikyo weekend.  Rev. Masuda will present a lecture on Saturday afternoon and 
the dharma talks on Sunday.  Rev. Masuda  is an eloquent speaker of Jodo Shinshu.  We would 
like to encourage as many people as possible to take this opportunity to listen to him. 
 

 Reverend William Masuda,   
 
*        Ordained as a Jodo Shinshu minister in 1964.  
*        Received his BA in Psychology from Cal State University, San Francisco;  
*        Received his MA in Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Studies from Ryukoku University in Kyoto,         
*        Received his doctorate in Counselling Psychology from the University of San Francisco 
*        Serving as minister at the Fresno Betsuin, Los Angeles Betsuin, and Buddhist Temple of Marin,  
*        Director of BCA and Interim Director of the Institute of Buddhist Studies.  
*        Taught at the Cal State University, Long Beach, Buddhist Study Center in Honolulu, and at the  
*                                 Institute of Buddhist Studies in Berkeley.  
*        Practiced psychotherapy and counselling in Berkeley, San Rafael, and San Jose. 
*        Served at the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii as Director of Buddhist Education (1983-1986)  
*                           and Director of Buddhist Study Center (1976-1983)  

 
   * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

EITAIKYO (PERPETUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE)   
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22  

AT  11 AM  & 1 PM  
Guest Speaker:  Rev. William Masuda   

 

    Come join us for the Eitaikyo Perpetual Memorial Service on November 22nd, to remember all the  
    loved ones who passed away before us. The Eitaikyo Service is a service dedicated to all those who  
    have contributed to the temple and have wished that the Buddha Dharma will carry on in the future  
    for generations to come. 
 
    It is an important service to honour the dedicated members of the past, but to also recommit ourselves 
    for the future.  
 
   Any one wishing to add a  name or names to the Eitaikyo records book may do so.  Please contact  
   Rev. Makino or Rev. Fujii .   
           
         Thank You  
                                                                                              Toronto Buddhist Church  
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 ATTENTION  ALL YOUTH & DHARMA SCHOOL STUDENTS!  
The Bazaar is coming up!  

TBCôs Wait Staff or Bussing Staff!  
If you are available and would like to help out, please contact  

Chris Uchida and or Rachel Kataoka for more information! 
 

Youth Ten Pin Bowling Activity  

 

Date:  Sunday Nov.  15, 2009 

Time:  meet at TBC @ 10:30am for Dharma School Service (followed by bowling at 1pm at Playtime  

                                                                                    Bowl, 33 Samor Drive, Toronto) 

Lunch: bring your own 

Approximate cost: $10.00 (estimated) 

Registration & further info:  please register with Grace Tamaki-Taguchi by email at  grace.tamaki@gmail.com     

            (limited spots so reserve soon!) 

                              -  STORY - 
 
TOKYO STORY follows an aging couple, Tomi and 
Shukichi on their journey from their rural  
village to visit their two married children in busting 
postwar Tokyo. Their reception, however, is  
disappointing; too busy to entertain them, their  
children send them off to the hot springs. After Tomi 
falls ill, she and Shukichi return home; the children, 
grief-stricken, hasten to be with her.  
The film reprises a generational conflict�± in a way 
that is quintessentially Japanese, and yet universal 
in its appeal.

 
Free Admission  

 
Please Reserve Your Seat  

Japanese with English Subtitles

Duration:  136 minutes  

November 28, 7pm  

mailto:grace.tamaki@gmail.com

