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JANUARY 2012

1 PM Japanese Servi

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
8 MONTHLY 9 10 11 12 13 14
MEMORIAL SVC 10 AM 10 AM Morning 10 AM
10: 30 AM 10 AM Morning Service Morning
Sangha Morning Service 10 AM Tai Chi Service
12 noon Dana Mtg Service 7:00 PM 5 PM Hoonkg
(Mezz) TBC 2 PM Momiji Vegetarian
12:30 PM Sangha Mt{10:30 AM | Management Service Potluck
(Eko) Sr. Karaoke [ Committee and 2:30 PM Buyo
1 PM Japanese Servi¢ < ¢ Rs |Board of 6:30 PM 4 PM Yee Hong 7 PM Hoonkg
Directors Mtgs | Taiko Service 7:00 PM Eve Service
Buyo
15 HOONKO SVC 16 17 18 1910 AM Morning| 20 21
& NEW YEAR]|10AM 10 AM Mor- (10 AM Tai Chi 10 AM
SOCIAL Morning ning Service|12:3011:30 PM Morning
10: 30 AM Service 11 AM School Visitation |Service
Sangha 10:30 AM Macassa 2 PM Castleview
11 AM Joint Service |Sr. Karaoke Lodge 2:30 PM Buyo
€< €Rs 6:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:00 PM
Taiko Chanting Worksho| Buyo
22 REGULAR SVC |23 24 25 26 27 28
10 AM 10 AM 10 AM Morning 10 AM
11 AM English Servicd Morning Morning Service Morning 11AM Hoji
12:30 PM Nihongo Service Service 10 AM Tai Chi Service
Class 10:30 AM
1 PM Japanese Sr. Karaoke 2:30 PM Buyo
Service C< ¢ Rs 6:30 PM 7:00 PM
Taiko Buyo
29 REGULAR 30 31 1FEB 2 3 4
SERVICE 10 AM 10 AM 10 AM Morning 10 AM
Morning Morning Service Morning 1:00 PM
11 AM English Service Service Service 10 AM Tai Chi Service Ohara Schoog
10:30 AM Meeting (Eko
1 PM Meditation/ Sr. Karaoke 6:30 PM 2:30 PM Buyo
Discussion Gathering |€ < ¢ Rs Taiko 7:00 PM
Buyo
5 MONTHLY 6 7 8 9 10 11
MEMORIAL SVC (10 AM 10 AM 10 AM Morning 10 AM
Dana & Shin Fujinkai | Morning Morning Service Morning
Food Fest Service Service 10 AM Tai Chi Service
10: 30 AM 10:30 AM
Sangha Sr. Karaoke 2:00 PM Momiji
12 noon Dana Mtg C< ¢Rs Service
(Mezz) 2:30 PM Buyo
12:30 PM Sangha Mt 6:30 PM 4:00 Yee Hong
(Eko) Taiko Service

Morning Services are held on week days on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 10:00 AM:30 AM

when a minister is available. As emergencies do come up, last minute cancellations may occur

Thank You
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A
New Year 0s Greeting Al mmeasur

At the beginning of the new year, | would like to
send you my greetings from Hongwanji in Kyoto.

Last year was truly a difficult year. At first | had
hoped that from April, we could conduct an exciting
and lively memorial for Shinran Shonin, one which i
observed only once every fifty years. However, the
March disaster changed everything. Although | be-
lieve that the agony of the disastdfected people
goes beyond anything we can imagine, this catastrg

should do, what we can do, and what the future holq
The nuclear power plant accident, in particular, has
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phe has brought me to ponder everyday about whagwe
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caused tremendous difficulties for not only the victi
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people engaged in relief and restoration activities,
well as plunging the future of not only Japan, but al
the entire planet into uncertainty and apprehension.
At the same time, we are truly grateful for the
monetary and material contributions for our relief efH
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world have been sending to Japan.

|l t i s easy to grasp the meaning of the sent
cept the truth which it expresses. Being awar
could enable you to take a step forward in acceptingand realizing this stark truth.

forts and condolences that the people throughout thi
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in that area, but has also hindered the enthusiasm df
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Massive earthquakes and unsettling weather patterns that caused great famine had also taken place duri

Shinran Shoninds ti me. 't i s certai n gshihjia the hedite
entrusting to Other Power and our expression of gratitude as the Nembutsu, corresponds the experie

t e
hces th

he actually went through. In saying Namo Amida Butsu and following the path to the Pure Land wherg we ca

attain Buddhahood, we are able to find possibility of solving the issues lying deep in our minds, which
be resolved merely by our own attempts and efforts.

We saw a variety of aspects in the tsunami disaster, namely, some past experiences thatwere we

canno

employed, while others were totally forgotten or ignored, and we were also faced with our excessive ffust in

scientific technology. How we should control our endless desire that we can never rid ourselves of as
we are foolish beings and how we can make use of our limited wisdom and capability are issues that
accepted as our assignment for the new year. Keeping in mind that all life is embraced in the Light of
Tathagata, together, let us walk forward. January 1, 2012

OHTANI Koshin
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwarijia

long a:
have
Amida

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca Page3
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The Awakening of Faith
AThe religious S
Japanese and of
mate objective I JodoShin
Il mmedi ate purpose is realized in t
(From Rev. Keeieasof thdBuddha Dhasmg

u experience Bloingiron
ten def ned as o0t he
of i fe in &

J

With the dawning of the New Year, it is generally a time for optimism and hop
we look forward to the events and activities for the coming year. Although we
fortunate to be living in a country where we can begin the New Year with a se
of anticipation, the reality is that there are many throughout the world who are not as fortunate. For
the New Year is just another day as they struggle to make a daily living.

One of the fundamental principles of Buddhism is Dependent Origination; it is regarded that all pher
nal events are dependent on one another. There is nothing that exists by itself. All things iateder
or interconnected. If we truly understand the principle of Dependent Origination, then we must also
ize that suffering too is not independent of itself. Where there is suffering, the rest of the world is als
fected either directly or indirectly. In 2011, we witnessed two large natural disasters, including the E
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gquake and Tsunami in Eastern Japan. As well, we observed many tragedies such as the unrest in the Mid-

dle East or the Economic turmoil being felt through all corners of the Earttuced by man.

As we welcome the New Year, may | ask each of you to reflect on what you can do as an individual

and

what we can do as an organization to help relieve some of the suffering throughout the world. As qyoted

above from the writings of Tsuji Sensei, it is the awakening to the Great Faith of Amida Buddha whi
the I mmedi ate purpose of our | ives. I n awake

n
sion for those who need help throughout the world. Through the tragedies as the Earthquake in Jaan we

see the fragility of our own existence and become aware of the preciousness of all life. May we wis

Ch is

i n

h all

countries involved in violence to stop their actions and work towards True Peace for all sentient beiggs on

this earth.

As a new chapter in the history of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism in Canada is about to unfold, may | wish
a very peaceful New Year. Let us strive for Peace throughout the world in 2012, keeping in mind thg
calling voice of Amida Buddha.

Namo Amida Butsu, Namo Amida Butsu, Namo Amida Butsu.

In Gassho,
Grant lkuta, Bishop
Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada.

OBITUARIES

The Toronto Buddhist Temple wishes to express its deepest condolences to the families and relatives of
following members and friends who passed away during the month of December.

the

/-» Mr. Koshiro Komatsu 92 yrs December 3, 2011
) Mr. Haruo Vic Ohashi 88 yrs December 3, 2011
Mrs. Bessie Yoriko Masukawa 95 yrs December 8, 2011
Mr. Isamu Hashimoto, Hamilton 87 yrs December 8, 2011
Mrs. Fusayo Peggy Ohara 90 yrs December 16, 2011

[you all

true

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca Paged
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Do My Prayers Work Well?

Happy New Year!! | would like to take this opportunity to thank for all your s
port and understanding for the temple and the ministers last year. | look for

‘to | i stening to Amidaédés teachings

| personally had a wonderful way to start off the brand new year of 2012 at

temple. One of the traditions 1in rLap

to either a Shinto shrine or Buddhist temple praying for good health and a successful year. |
to encourage people to maintain this tradition here in Toronto. For the past few years, | have
templ ebs door open throughout the day on |

year the number has grown, and for this N¢w
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was, what is the proper way to do Oshoko (incense offering) and how to properly pay our resgects a

Fortunately, | had a chance to talk to some of the visitors, and the most popular question | vaaske

the altar. After | showed them how to do it in proper Jodo Shinshu manner, they carefully foll
my instruction, and they put their two hands together in Gassho having a quiet moment in frof
Buddha.

ed
t of thi

The next question some people raised was who should they pray to? Are there any appropriaje pray

and any inappropriate prayers? They seemed to be genuinely confused with this.

Actually, my simple answer for this question is that prayer is not really necessary in Jodo Shir

shu.

This is the uniqueness and strength of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism. As | offered these words, mahy of

them showed me a strange facial expression.

Prayer is such a useful word, so we very often find it in many contexts and conversations. Ho
the subject and the object for this word is often not clear. Also, each person interprets the wo
ently according to their faith traditions and their cultural background as well.

ever,
diffe

t [

What | wunderstand about APrayero is that i
But when | reflect upon the wishes | make, they often relate to my ego and my desires. In Jodp Shin
s hu, Shinran Shonin realized that our pra)

er

tached to the prayer. In fact, way before we want to pray for Amida Buddha, he is already embpracinc

us, so no matter how hard we pray or worship to the Buddha, our rebirth in the pure-land-is_ ag
When we place our two hands in Gassho at J
ance of Wisdom and Compassion, and we express our deep gratitude to him through recitati

name, Namo Amida Butsu. Thank you Amida Buddha for your guidance each and every day!

Gassho

Rev. Tomofumi Fujii

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca Pages
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At the end of 1999, when the world was filll eo

was asked by a Christian theologian to write a short article on the New Millenium from the Buddhigt
standpoint. | had to decline, since the millenium may have significance for those who believe in t
Second Coming as prophesied in the Book of Revelations, but it has no special significance for
Buddhi st who Iis a nontheist. As the Dal ai Ja ma
Century, New Year. For me it is another day Jand
My friend, however, persisted, so | decided to write on some Japanese Buddhist customs relating tp the
New Year observance.
(Shin Buddhism: Bits of Rubble Turn Into Gold, Taitetsu Unno (Doubleday, 2002) p§§)55

Dear Members,

| hope everyone had a wonderful Holiday Season!

This year, in the midst of many other reflections, | thought back to the New Year of 2000. | rememidered
that, | watched some television coverage of the global celebration, while getting ready for a temple opser-
vance at 11.30. | remembered feeling a little like a stick in the mud. | was reasonably happy in that had
all made it through another year; but there was no sense of it as being a momentous occasion. The felevisic
coverage did look pretty amazing though. France had fireworks blasting out of the Eiffel Tower. Therfe was
even some coverage of celebrations going on in
claims to have some 4300 years of wrAftetdl ¢heirybar §t or
2000 occurred 2300 years ago. We never joined their celebrations because most of us were still livifgg in so
huts at that time.

The brouhaha that surrounded the new millennium is a great example of what can happen when place
too much arbitrary value on any single day. Sure there were some great parties; but we also have tojthink
about all of the paranoia of Y2K. Humans all over the world were predicting a global collapse, food short-
ages and anarchy in the streets. It sold a lot of magazines and filled up a lot of 24 hour news channdls; but
when it actually happened, it was little more than a hiccough. It really was just another day.

After having just gone through all of the excitement and warmth of the Holiday Season, the quote gbove
can sound a little pessimistic. It looks as if adopting a Buddhist perspective will destroy all our fun byjre-
ducing our special days to regular ones. In fact, nothing can be further from the truth. If we look at it from
another angle, we see that it also has the effect of liberating our regular days. We are essentially freg to tak
any regular day and make it into a special day simply because we are blessed to have it.

The day January 1, 2000 was certainly just another day from the Buddhist perspective; but it was glso just
another day to tell the people I love that | love them. It was just another day to hug my kids. It was arjother

day to enjoy the smiles that | ight up my fri ¢nd©¢
For me, the sense that | have to make my kids know | am proud of them is very important. Given tfje life |
|l ead, i f someone wants a funeral on one of my Kki
|l aid down the fact that | |l ove them | ong bef¢re
every day; that | 6m happy for all of their ag¢cor
shoes, or having graduated university. I f 1 qon¢
really momentous day. o6, that day might disap r

e a
|l ow them to adopt the common habit of Iwihavweki :Lg,
knowingly created heartaches for them in the future, if | am unable to attend their special day, becauge of
some unforeseen emergency.

For you there might be less pressure; but just imagine if we took any day, for no particular reason gnd

simply celebrated all of our kidos accompl isfhmer
morrow and showed up at peopleds houses with]|bak
ask yourself, Alf today really iIs Just. anothe¢r c
onebs birthday, or Chri st mas, or Mot her6s Day?o

care about know how much | love them?
Namoamidabtsu
M. Hayashi

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca Pageb
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Hisaye Allen

David Azuma

‘ Mitsuyoshi Ito Tin Goto
é’ ‘ Timothy, Nicole, Grant, Sean,
! Sandra and Dennis Izukawa
' ‘ Kunio & Yosh Suyama
u Larry & Amy Wakisaka
‘ i Yoshiko Tanaka

; —,

&t \ George & Amy Nakano Guiding Light Staff: \ |
;ll . . ’( 4‘1
3‘ Hiroshi, Mary & Paul Aoki R:V' I\¢chaefl H"’_“::as__r_"

i ev. Tomofumi Fujii ¢

- . 5 r_“
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Pamela Yoshida
Dianne Ishida -
Tin Goto

Tomoko Yoshida Hank Nishimura A
Joe & Fumi Ohori

Joe & Miyo Nakamura

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca Page7
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TBC Senior
Karaoke
Year End
Party!

As winter approaches and the end of 2011 is almost upon us, the landscape quickly transforms with barren tfees
stripped of their greenery and falling leaves swirling in the chilly wind, it seems a good time to reflect on our anhual
Year End Concert.

This has become an diline community favourite here in Toronto. It is the highlight of our weekly activities at tlhe
temple. It is a chance to offer each other a display of the skills we have honed over the last year, while enjoyinfy each
ot hers company and successes. This yearo6s event as
Mr. and Mrs. Yabu.

We found many new talents, whose enthusiasm refreshed the other participants, and were presented with spme sul
prising performances, which delighted the audience. This was particularly evident in the finale; a comical dancg¢ numbe
It portrayed a scene of Japanese farmers, well into their senior years, ploughing their fields and cutting with sigkles an
hoes. Mrs. Yabu saw scene using this story on the internet and skilfully adapted it into a unique and funny verfion all
her own, set to the tune of Genghis Kahn.

She solicited the help of Mr. Kim Nakagawa, a fellow performer, and other members of the club for making fhe out-
landish costumes. Another handy member, who shall remain anonymous, crafted sickles and hoes that woundup beir
exact replicas of the ones used by farmers. Another participant, Mrs. Date, perfectly acted her part, looking old and ha

gard Her shaky movements often resulted in tumultuous applause and appreciation from the crowd.
T o,

-

gﬂ. The singing segment was well arranged, with a variety of songs old aﬁ[\ "

new. What really stood out was the glittering attire of the participants e ‘

! was as if the ladies were trying to outshine each other with their anIu_‘ :

. The singing was superb and was certainly enhanced by the shiningo

The Matatabi segment topped it all off, with old time favourites such #

AOtone Tsukioo. This well | ovedis

%“, crooner Mr. Rick Toki. To round out the presentation, other singers wigs

i dressed in period costumes and added sword movements to accomp¥
song.

Above all, it was the excellent effort of our MC, Mr. Tomio Horikawa that mg
the event special. Mr. Horikawa, a relative newcomer to our group and who pré@
fesses to have no experience with hosting, kept us entertained with humorous| 4
cuff remarks. Between the laughter there was no time for boredom.

All'in all it was a good afternoon of ftiilled laughter and the good company ¢
friends. A delicious bento was provided to complete the event. Many words of
ciation were received from the dispersing crowd, who were able to leave befor
evening rush hour.

s| me |

On behalf of the TBC Senior Karaoke Club, we wish jo
thank the Toronto Buddhist Temple for their continuingl
support from year to year. We sincerely hope that we dan
contribute in some small way for the benefit and well bging
of those well into their senior years; in the hopes-of engour-
aging a long and extended life of peaceful contentmenti.

M ‘ Namoamidabutsu
; e S

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca Page8
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Mochi Making

7]
—

day on the 29th, scores of volunteers came out to the Toronto Buddji
Temple to wash, cook, grind, cool and package some 700 pounds o
mochi rice.

— Beginning on the evening of December 28th and extending into a FII

It was great to see all
of the temph
¢ graphics represented a
_ having fun as they got tg
know each other a little
better while contributing
to the future of our tem-
ple. As usual, everyone |
walked away tired but
well-fed, as lunch was E
served.

It is through work
parties like these
that we develop a
sense of oneness
around our temple.
We joke around, eat*
together bump into
each other, beg
each othe
giveness and learn
to accept each other
just as we are.

Looking forward
to seeing you all,
especially for next 7
year 6s Dece’
mochi making, &
when | hear we
will be doing 700
pounds!

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca



