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AThe Uni mpeded Sin

Rev. Shigenori Makino

| was really surprised when | realized that it is already February.
Time truly flies by much too rapidly. When | realized how much precious time | had
wasted on unimportant matters, the following words of Shattao struck me with
tremendous i mpact: AMan is always rushin

candle in the wind on the verge of being blown out; to transmigrate in a flurry with great confusion, never
finding a pla®Rasat)o settle. o (0Ojo

We live each day rather contentedly, unaware that our life is exposed to unexpected dangers and crises.
Our life is extremely vulnerable, yet, without realizing this true nature of life, we tend to base our reasons
for living on the ever-changing temporary aspects of life in which we fluctuate between laughter and tears.
We are elated when we win, and become depressed when we lose. We are happy when things go as we wis
These are very natural human reactions. However, problems occur when one clings to things over which we
have no control. Life is truly worth living and should be appreciated because it is filled with mountains and
valleys, prosperity and adversity. At the height of achievement, our sefittachment comes into play and we
become conceited and arrogant. As a result, we end up troubling and hurting others as well as ourselves. In
the same manner, at the lowest point of our misfortunes, we tend to wallow in our unhappiness and lose
confidence, develop inferiority complexes and despair, having ultimately lost our sense of the value of life.

It is the unhindered Light of Amida which makes me realize my true nature, evefloating in Samsara. It
is the Nembutsu which leads me to the Great Path of boundless freedom; freedom from my my own self

attachment, which has been always persistently bl

accept | ifeds ups and downs, happiness is giving
truly appreciate life.

A teacher once told me, il canot really | ike a
words seared |i ke a brand on my mind. The &éperfe
lives a selfcentered life, thinking that he is always good and that he is always right. He surrounds himself
with a protective facade in order to hide the weaknesses that make him uncertain and uncomfortable. He
wears a protective armor, and dares not let his weaknesses show through, no matter how well protected he
thinks he is. When | realized that this 6&éperfect
caught in my own trap of deception, | could not help but appreciate the teaching of Nembutsu that
always flowed toward me despite of and even ironically, because of, my
Contents stubborn and o6perfecto self. AThe N
is the path that takes me to boundless freedom despite the impediments and
Minister's Message 1-2 | limitations that arise from my self-love and selfcenteredness.

JSBTC Updates . . - . .
P 3 darkness of our evil passions guiding us away from the impediments of our

own bondage, it is human nature to prefer our own false fire, throwing more
wood on the flames of evil passions (hate, anger, selfishness, etc.)

As we are illuminated by the Light to our unreasonable delusions and come
to be made aware that if we cannot extinguish the fire of evil passion, in due
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Higan & Keirokai

TBT Board Hi Lites

Compassion never leaves us even for a moment, embraces us and protects us|
in the midst of the flames. There is no joy that surpasses the joy of a person

n | upon whom the nembutsu is bestowed.
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The weather in Toronto this winter has been |Jver
here yet so far. However, I started complain|{ng

go skiing. At the same time, if there were lots of snow, | might be saying that | was getting tired of
clearing off my car, or that it was too cold and slippery outside. It is so sad, but it is so true that my Monku
complaining will never run out!!

For this month, | chose one Kanji characterfor our better understandings of Jodo Shinshu. This
character is pronounced as Gi, Nise and Itsuwari, which literally means false, fake and counterfeit. Also,
antonym of is truth and reality. Actually, Jodo Shinshu means that the true essence of the Pure Lgqnd

way, So it teaches us the true essence in our lives. In other words, the teachings tell us what is truejand
false.

Have any of you had a similar experience that if you do something for someone with good intention, Jout it is
ended up with your action bothers the person? Each one of us have different points of view, though}s or
ideas, so sometimes | cannot judge by only my ability what is good or bad. Therefore, Buddhism gijes us
what is true and important.

However, I sometimes think how much |, mysel ,
minister? The good example is the Eight fold Paths, Right Speech, Right View or Right Conduct. With
regrets, | realized that | do not completely follow any of these.

One of the important scripture in Jodo Shinshu, Tannisho (A Record in Lament of Divergences) in the
postscript part, Shinran Shonin states:

| know nothing at all of good or evil. For if | could know thoroughly, as Amida
Tathagata knows, that an act was good, then | would know good. If I could know
thoroughly, as the Tathagata knows, that an act was evil, then | would know evil.
But with a foolish being full of blind passions, in this fleeting wahd burning
house all matters without exception are empty and false, totally without truth and
sincerity. The nembutsu alone is true and real.

Almost all of what we have been doing is false because there is always a possibility of our attachmepts and
egos being mixed into our actions, but only the true and real is the Nembutsu, the teaching of Jodo $hinsht
Shinran Shonin is telling us that we should ask Amida Buddha what is good or evil, important or usejess,

truth or false.

In Gassho
Rev. Tomofumi FUJII
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Update from the office of Bishop February 2010
Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada

The time and tide waits for no one. The year 2010 is not new anymore and progresses ofr
on.

Towards the end of the last year | came across a term, "perpetual procrastinator" in the
newspaper, which was new to me. According to the dictionary, procrastination means

6postponementd or Odel ayb. I n the month
their family members, relatives and friends. But some people hesitate to buy things because they think the p
may come down next week, Boxing Day, end of the

chance to buy.

I guess there are two kinds of people; the first group of people would buy things, because they want things 1
away, at whatever the cost may be. And the second group of people would wait and see until the price come
or the commaodity, such as computers gets improved the following year. They may postpone the purchase
perpetually.

This term reminds me of the teachings by Rennyo Shonin who was the 8th Head Priest of Hongwanji and
considered the second founder of Hongwaniji tradition. He said, "You have to learn Bdathea when you are
young and sharp.o06 As you get older, you get hard
education, the younger t he a g eDharma, thaneewill beenb toreorraw. Yad
have to make time to learn Buddbah a r ma . ©

and
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In the Buddhist community | often see people finding excuses for not coming to the temple; too busy, too yofing,

too far, too old, not interesting and so on. | wonder when people can really learn the truth of impermanence

which

is the most urgent question of life, so that they can live in peace right Here and Now, hopefully for many yealfs to

come.
In gassho, Namoamidabutsu, Orai Fujikawa

Special Request: As | was preparing this update, the News came through of the magnitude 7 Earthquake in

Haiti. In

wake of this devastating tragedy may | urge all of the temples in the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Carfada

contact your local Red Cross and raise Earthquake Relief Funds to aid those affected by the Earthquake in

Thank you for your cooperation.
In Gassho,

Namoamidabutsu,

Orai Fujikawa

Coming events

Jan 2324 Visit to Kelowna Temple
Feb 2728 BCA 750" Memorial Service of Shinran Shonin in San Jose
Mar 14 Spring Higan Service at Vancouver Temple
Apr 22-25 JSBTC MA and AGM in Steveston, B.C.
May 11-14 World Jodo Shinshu Coordinating Council in Hawaii
2930 Easter n D%Memarial of Shinen Shénih in Toronto
Sep 12 Manit oba DiMerorial af $hinen Shdnif in Winnipeg
1516 MA Meeting and Seminar in Winnipeg
24-26 BC Buddhist Convention in Steveston
26 BC Di st ["Mamobrial®of SHirah Shonin in Steveston
Nov 1314 Alberta Buddhist Convention and 7?5®emorial of Shinran Shonin in Calgary

Haiti.
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NIRVANA DAY SERVICE & TBT SANGHA DAY
Sunday, February 21, 2010
Joint service at 11:00 AM

The Toronto Buddhist Temple and the TBT Sangha wish to extend an invitation
to everyone to please join them on Sunday, February 21, 2010 for the Nehan -e
Nirvana Day Service and TBT Sangha Day.

Nirvana Day (February 15th) is the solemn day in which we observe the passing of the historical
Buddha, Shakyamuni into Parinirvana.

In conjunction with this special Buddhist observance, we will be also be observing Sangha Day. On this
day the Sangha group will be installing their executives into office for the new term. A candle light
ceremony with take place during the service.

Following the service everyone is invited to the Social Hall for a luncheon hosted by the Sangha.

Hope to see you there!
TBT Sangha

INVITATION TO THE DHARMA STUDY CLASS
a[ AgSa 2% AERNRdAAfye 9EOSEt Sy

7:30 pm
Every Thursday night starting January 28 (6 sessions)
February 11th, 18th 25th and March 4th

W2R2 {KAYyaKdz Aa OFffSR I NBtAIA2Yy 2F bHKSI N
less Light of the Buddha and will thus be able to awaken to the true nature of himself through dee
NEFEtSOGA2yd . & gl 1SyAy3a (2 (GKS INBFraySaa 2
joy and appreciation with strength and serenity regardless of what life brings.

In the Jodo Shinshu tradition, there are countless people who lived their lives with unshakable
called Myokonin; Wg 2 y RNR dzaf @8 SEOSt f Sy (i LISpdicRlafly Shi Buddhisn
¢ the term Myokonin is used to describe those who become aware of the workings of Amida Bud(
and devoutly and joyously lead a simple life of the Nembutsu. Myokonin are compared to a white
tuses, which, through mired in mud, wondrously and exquisitely rise above it. They are ordinary
in all walks of life who have been awakened to a fervent faith. They are often nameless and illiter
but they pass a lifetime in the purity of the nembutsu and, in reverence, are called Myokonin.

As we reflect on the lives of Myokonin past and present, we will explore their clues of how to li

because we will explore the life stories of myokonin with interesting anecdotes and their express
faith captured in the form of poems.

Please join us with your friends.
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lives in the very complicated, confusing world we live in today. The lessons should be very easy to follow

ons of
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JOINT SPRING HIGAN -E & KEIROKAI
March 21, 2010

Service and 'KEIREKALI' (an event to honour our Seniors).

As is the tradition, those reaching the age of 77 years (KIJU), 88 years (BEIJU), 99 years (HAKUJU
older in 2010 will be honoured during the Joint Higan Service commencing at 11:00 AM.

A complimentary lunch will be served to all those 77 and older downstairs in the social hall. For thq
years and under, there will be a minimal charge for lunch.

Following the luncheon, there will be an entertainment programme.

A pleasurable day to be had by all and we look forward to seeing you there!

Please register by returning the form below to the Temple Office by March 14th so that we can
register your name on the KeireKai list.

Thank You.
Toronto Buddhist Temple

KEIRO KAI

ASPECI ALO RECI PIENTS APPLI CATI ON

Name: (English) Mr/ Mrs [/ Miss
*If you know the Japanese characters for your name, please write below

Address:

City: Prov: Postal Code

As we approach the coming of Spring, we will be celebrating our annual Spring Higan

) and

se 76

FOR

Date of Birth:

To ensure that preparations for the special honourees is completed on a timely basis
Pleasereturn this form_to the TBT office by SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 2010deadline

OBITUARIES:

The Toronto Buddhist Temple wishes to extend our deepest sympathy to the bereaved families,
relatives and friends of the following persons who have passed away:

/

ol | Mr. Masaru Takasaki 87 yrs January 20, 2010
Mrs. Tamako Omori 83 yrs January 21, 2010
Mrs. Tatsuyo Jean Matsumoto 93 yrs January 31, 2010

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca Page5
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FOR THE SAKE OF THE CHILDREN
(APLEATO ALL PARENTS & GRANDPARENTS)

It is always parents' greatest wish that their children will grow up in good health
and become gentle and loving individuals. Regardless of the time and effort it takes, par-
ents will do whatever is needed for the sake of their children because deep in their hearts
parents always wish for the happiness and good health of their children.

Recent research has found that 60% of the development of a person's brain is
completed by the age of 3, and 90% of it is completed by the age of 8. Also, it was dis-
covered that parents play a vital role in the process. Parents' involvement and close inter-
action with their children is especially important at this critical time period for the normal
and healthy development of their children. Also, children's sense of moral and ethical val-
ues is nurtured through their religion, so it is very important that they are exposed to spiri-
tuality for their balanced growth as complete beinggsother words, at this very critical
stage of development, children need to |
nurtured to have kind and gentle hearts to be able to empathize and feel the pain and suf-
fering of others. | believe that the best way to nurture their hearts and minds is to expose
them to emotional education through their faith.

Religion serves as a compass to set the direction for us on how to live, and
balances us to live each day in the very best possible way. Religion provides the
discovery of a foundation for us to live through the realization of being embraced
by something much greater than us that is beyond our conceptual understanding.
Whatever the situation, and no matter what happens, even in adversity, when life
does not go the way we want, it gives us the strength and courage to enable us
to Ilive with the complete affirmation of
materialism and spiritual confusion, it is important for children to be introduced
to the Buddha Dharma and become mentally and spiritually well rounded.

Presently, the Dharma School Reorganization Committee is going through the
process of preparing more attractive and meaningful programs
the children and families, and will present them in the near futur,
the meantime, we are sending out the following request: To all
ents and grandparents, please bring your children and grandchi
to attend the English service on Sunday so that children can ha
different kind of experience."

Rev. Shigenori Makino
Rev. Tomofumi FUJII

A\1%4
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In Commemoration of the Seven hundred fiftieth Memorial for Shinran Shonin

The 14th World Buddhist Women’s Convention
Monday, May 16th-Tuesday, May 17th, 2011

Representatives’ Meeting: Sunday, May 15th, 2011

May peace and
tranquility prevalil
throughout the world

In Commemoration of the Seven hundred fiftieth Memorial for Shinran Shonin
The 14th World Buddhi st Wo me n

0s

Objective:  On the occasion of the Seven hundred fiftieth Memorial for Shinran Shonin, we are holdling

the 14th World Buddhist Womends Convenfgi on
teaching, and to enable Jodo Shinshu to be transmitted even more widely.
Dates: Monday, May 16 to Tuesday, May 17, 2011
15th (Sun) 10:00 am Attend the mid-morning service
16th (Mon) afternoon  Details to be announced *
* various workshops are being planned for at Hongwaniji
or Pulse Plaza Kyoto
18:00 pm Dinner afid fellowship *scheduled to end at 20:00 pm
17th (Tues) 10:3015:00 Wo r i@y, Buddhi st Womenos Copver
bmbly

Ceremionie eynote Speech, Presentations, General Ass

Locations: May 15th and May 16th
' May 16th and May 17th

Number-of Participants: 5,000 (1,500 from overse

: |str|cts &d 3 500 fbmxlapa’ﬁ?re expected

Participation fee: ¥20,000 (Registration fee: ¥ 17,000 + Donation: ¥3,000)

* * % k * * * % * * * *x *x * * * % * k* % *x * * * * * * *

As far as we know , the JSBTC is in the process of finalizing details on some group tours following the

Convention. The approximate cost of the tour will be approximately $5,000 per person (all inclus
Convention and tour will last ten days. Once more information is available we will notify everyone
by the Temple newsletter and the website.

Thank You

ve)
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DANA NEWS

2010 TORONTO DANA EXECUTIVE BOARD

Past President:
President:

Co Vice Presidents:
Secretary:

Treasurer:

Bazaar:

Bon Odori:
Castleview
Communications:
Community Relations:
Fujinotomo:
Membership;
Program:
Publicity:
Religious:
Social: East:
West:

TBT Dana Scholarship:

Welfare:

JSBTCWE Liaison:

Resources:

Myra Takasaki
Kay Uchida
Mary Aoki and Emi Nakano
Judy Nishi
Hedy lwata Assistant: Alice Uyeda
Jessie Ebata, Kathy Wani
Kathy Wani
Hedy Ilwata
Shaly lwashita
Yuki Kondo
Yosh Tanaka
Myra Takasaki, Yosh Tanaka
Myra Takasaki Assistant: Marie Baba
Marie Baba
Jessie Ebata, Mary Aoki
Hamako Yoshida, Haru Baba
Hedy lwata, Emi Nakano, Misa Mori
Miyo Nakamura
May Tateishi Assistant: Joyce lzukawa

Kay Uchida

Jean Furukawa, Gloria Sumiya

o !
La®

SHIN FUJINKAI NEWS

WINTER WARMUP
Sunday, March 07, 2010

Get a little warmth this winter!

ShinFujinkai will be holding its third annual Winter Warmup luncheon on
Sunday, March 7, 2010 after the morning service. On the m&ukigaki

Donburi which will be available at the cost of $5.

We look forward to seeing you!

@

(D,

AN

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca
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ONE HEART, ONE DREAM
CD FUNDRAISING CONCERT

/

Y

JAPANESE DRUMMING
WITH SPECIAL GUESTS
KIYOSHI NAGATA » AKI TAKAHASHI
SCOTT KUSANO « JYAKURAI

SATURDAY, MARCH 6 + 8PM

THE TORONTO BUDDHIST CHURCH, 1011 SHEPPARD AVE. W.

GENERAL ADMISSION: $15
FoOR TICKETS:
CALL DARLENE AT 416+423+2374
OR THE TORONTO BUDDHIST CHURCH 416+534+4302

ISSHINDAIKO.CA

EASTERN
DISTRICT
SHINRAN
SHONI N©O S
750TH MEMORIAL
WEEKEND
CELEBRATION

MAY 29 & 30, 2010

Please join us at the Toronto Buddhist Tem-
pl e as we
750th

Memorial on the weekend of May 29th and
30th, 2010.

We are pleased to announce that our guest
speaker for the weekend will be Reverend
Dr. David

Matsumoto, Resident Minister of the Berke-
ley

Buddhist Temple and Director of the Centre
for Contemporary Shin Buddhist Studies at
the

Institute of Buddhist Studies in Berkeley.

Rev. Matsumoto will be presenting a public
lecture on Saturday (time to be announced)
and will speak at the service on Sunday.

Please make every effort to come out and
meet and interact . o5
with Rev. Matsu-

moto.

This is an opportu-
nity you W
to miss

Please mark this
weekend on your

commemor at ¢

calendars and plan

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca
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SANGHA PANCAKE DAY

rial service, TBT Sangha held it's traditional Pancake Ddpder the
= expert guidance of chief cooks Tok Suyama and Nobby Shiraishi, th
= TBT Sangha men and with the able assistance of some kind ladies,
pared pancakes, sausages and fixings for an appreciative group of

Mo-

e
pre-
bver

@4 one hundred and twenty hungry temple members. Seconds were alpo dis-

tributed to those with big appetites hanks to Mits, Aki, Dr. Ted,
Larry, Richard, Randy, Janet, Kiyo, Jane, Mas, Dennis, Dr. Phil ( nd

, not

that one!), Toivo, another Jane, Hik, Joyce, Linda, Rob, Dave, Paul & Hiroshi, the day was a resoundiing su

cess. Thank you all, you were greBBT Sangha.

(Due to technical difficulties, this write up was not included in the January newsletter. We apologise for any
inconvenience this may has cau3ed

Hoonko Week End January 16 & 17, 2010

The Temple would like thank all those who came out to the Hoonko Eve Service on Saturday, January 16. We
woul d especially Iike to thank Mrs. Ki kumi Yoshi da, M
and tsukemono after the service. A wonderful warm treat enjoyed by all.

On Sunday, we observed our Hoonko Service and New Yea
by the Dana ladies and Mr. Tok Suyama. Thank You !

This year, we were honoured to have eight OPP officers from the Diversity Council who were visiting us on the
occa5|on of World Rellglon Day They presented the Temple with a plaque on the occasion of their visit and joined

= o= us afterwards downstairs for the Social and a chance to mingle with the
congregation. We received the foll ow
~ had a blast and this was our first ever visit at a Buddhist Service and it certainly
| enlightened and enriched our lives to have been so privileged to be part of such
. a wonderful service.

[ After the luncheon, the festivities began with some table games. Many thanks to
~ Dennis Madokoro for donating the prizes and organizing the games. It was a lot
of fun. Next on the schedule there w
by Mr. Kunio Suyama. The two buyo groups danced, a few members sang, as
well, Reverend Makino. The entertainment portion of the day came to a close
and a sing a long with Mr. Sid Ikeda accompanying us on his harmonica

We ended the afternoon with free Bingo games, Jackpot Bingo and drawing for door prizes. Many thanks to Eric
Mark for so expertly calling out the BINGO numbers for us. You did a great job! The big attraction at the end of the
afternoon was the JACKPOT bingo (Congratulations to the winners). Many thanks to all those who donated items
for the Door Prizes for the draws.

NEWS FROM THE OFFICE
The office has begun to implement some changes to contribute, however, small to help become more
environmentally friendly. We are now accumulating receipts for at least three to four weeks, in an
effort to save on stationery and in particular postage. Although receipts will continue to be produced
each week, they will now be held and once signed, the accumulated receipts will then be maileq

This will mean that receipts for donations made at the beginning of the month will not be mailed
until the end of the month. We trust that everyone will understand the reasons for this change.

Thank you

ng
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TORONTO KUMAMOTO KENJINKAI
CELEBRATES 59th YEAR WITH HERITAGE & FRIENDSHIP PARTY
ON SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 2010,

PLACE: TORONTO BUDDHIST TEMPLE
TIME 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Program includes memorial service, annual general meeting, awards by GOVERNOR IKUO
KABASHIMA, bingo, music, song, odori, (GRAND OTEMOYAN MUSIC FESTIVAL!), door
prizes, obento dinner.

For reservations please call: MARTHA SATO 416-466-9096
ARTHUR IKEDA 416-444-3702

Fee $ 15.00 FREE forthose 80 yrs and over

SHIGAKENJINKAI HIROSHIMA KENJINKAI

SHINBOKUKAI

MEET OLD AND NEW FRIENDS AND
§j’ TORONTO JOIN IN THE FUN AT THE

o WHERE? Toronto Buddhist Temple
You are invited to attend the

WHEN?  Saturday, March 20, 2010
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Kok ok kKK KKK KKK
&

Free f i
MEMORIAL SERVICE Obentos ree for Seniors over 80 years,

$15 for all the rest
Membership is $5.00 for all attendees

SATURDAY, March 27, 2010 at 1:00 PM

12:30 pm Registration and Reception
At Toronto Buddhist Temple 1:00 pm B_uddhlst Me_morla_l Service
1:30 pm Business meeting, Bingo, Karaoke,
Membership can be renewed at the Annual Group Sing Song, Obento and Door Prizes.

General Meeting
Please place your obento orders before March 13,

Bento tickets are available at $15.00 each 2010 by contacting:
Please contact one of the following for
tickets: Kay Yaguchi 416 757 -4306

George Nakano 905785 -9381

Mrs. Fumie Ohashi 416 -461 -2375 Mike Honda 905385 -6325 (Hamilton)
Mrs. Yasuko Horii 416 -513-0999 Glen Takasaki 1 -519-885-5300 (Waterloo)
Mrs. Kathy Wani 416 -498 -1772 Fred Kotani 905 -820 -5504
Mrs. Midori Ushirode 905 -856 -2513 Ken Irizawa 005 -898-6161
For further information, please contact; Volunteers are needed at 10:00 am on March 20th
Bob Nishikawa, President at 416 -438 -8919 for setting up tables and chairs and also to supply
and prepare lunch for the helpers and early
arrivals.

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca Pagell
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